Strasbourg, January 11th 2005

Defining gays as ill is unacceptable

'Homosexuality is not a disease', Emine Bozkurt member of the European Parliament for the PvdA (Dutch Labour party - a social democrat party). Bozkurt reacts indignant on the pronouncements from the Slovenian Minister Janez Drobnic. He earlier publicly declared that equal treatment of gays doesn't belong to be part of his Ministry of Labour and Social policies, but belongs to the Ministry of Health. 'His pronouncements are unacceptable', Emine Bozkurt says. For this reason she will submit questions towards the European Commission.

Bozkurt, in the EP member of the work group on LGBT issues: 'One would think that Europe nowadays would have lost the historical idea that homosexuality is a moral or physical disease.'

The pronouncement of the Slovenian minister follow similar pronouncements of planned Euro commissioner Buttiglione, who was send home because of his pronouncements. 'Also now we shouldn't let this pronouncements unpunished', Bozkurt says. 'I have asked the European Commission which steps it thinks to undertake. Slovenia recently joined the European Union,
and in the EU discrimination on the basis of sexual preferences is explicitly forbidden.'

The questions Emine Bozkurt asks the European Commission:

November 29th 2004 the Slovenian Minister of Labour and Social policies declared in front of a parliament commission in his country: 'Homosexuals are a problem for the Ministry of Health.' This pronouncements should be seen in the light of earlier pronouncements like homosexuality would be a 'pathology within human relations'.

1. Does the Commission know about this pronouncements?


2. Does the Commission think that this pronouncements are discriminatory in sense of article 13 of the declaration?  

3. Does the Commission also think that these pronouncements are unacceptable in the light of the European Charter of civil rights and the concerning articles in the bill of Civil Rights?  

4. Does the commission think that the Slovenian government because these reasons is detrimental to the principle of equal treatment of homosexuals? 

5. Which steps the Commission thinks to undertake?

