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It came together gradually: in the process of reading, selecting,
and copying the excerpts that combined to reflect Slovene
literary production in the past two years and to reveal the
possibility that, despite sharp contrasts in expression, a common
denominator could be found among them. Although the selected
authors belong to different generations and the excerpts from
their works demonstrate a wide variety of preferences and
styles, the astonishingly coherent whole is linked by the
dynamic concept of travel that is present in the texts on many
levels. First of all, of course, on the geographic level: we meet
several of the protagonists in these selected works on their
travels. The terminally ill girl in Lisbon, the gifted artist in the
middle of London, the emigrant from Litija in H-ville, Arkansas,
the medical student in Vienna who, after a seven-year absence,
is returning to the place of his birth. We find other recurring
motifs in the texts: the confluence of rivers and the bridges
that cross over them, the alluring glimmer of the sea and the
calming rhythm of train tracks, the highway illuminated at
night and polished city boulevards. The same variety can be
found among the authors of these texts: we have a novelist
who has travelled the world, spending a good part of his life
in foreign lands, and a poet who, in his fifties, succeeded in
creating a new existence for himself, putting down roots in
Slovene soil and creating literature in the Slovene language.
The literary work that I have chosen for this selection also
travels between different worlds and disciplines. The authors
work in many literary genres and the worlds within the chosen
works disclose an exciting intersection of references that
connect literature to history as well as to other artistic disciplines
and to myths. The chosen excerpts often show their authors
to us in a different light from the one to which we are
accustomed: a leading Slovene theatre critic is introduced to
us through his fascinating poetry, a popular actress through a
suggestive essay in which she writes about her profession.
Both the actual and interdisciplinary travel reveals the selected
authors and the protagonists of their works against changing
backgrounds of foreign, other, often transitory contexts. These
contexts extend beyond fiction and drift into reality itself. We
observe the authors and their subjects within the complex
richness of worlds that spring up from various temporal and
geographic coordinates and can be glimpsed in the surprising
crevices between life and art. The ceaseless comings and
goings. The path that becomes its own destination.



Sasa Pavéek: Na odru zvecer (On Stage in the Evening), Dob pri Domzalah: Mi§, 2005

Blaz Lukan: Neslisnost (Inaudibility), Ljubljana: Cankarjeva zaloZba, 2005
Veronika Simoniti: Zasukane Storije (Twisted Stories), Ljubljana: LUD Literaturg
Maja Vidmar: Prisotnost (Presence), Ljubljana: Aleph, 2005

Evald Flisar: Caj s kraljico (Tea with the Queen), Ljubljana: Mladinska knijiga,
Nejc Gazvoda: Vevericam nic ne uide (Nothing Escapes the Squirrels), Novo Mesto: G
Milan Vinceti¢: Raster, Maribor: Litera, 2005

Katarina Marinci¢: O treh (About the Three), Ljubljana: Mladinska knjiga, 2005
Josip Osti: Rosa Mystica (med belimi in ¢rnimi liliiami) (Rosa Mystica — between the black
and white lilies), Maribor: Litera, 2005

Milan Dekleva: Zmagoslavje podgan (The Rats' Triumph), Ljubljana: Cankarjeva zalozba, 2005
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