Camera lucida

20. 6. – 19.7.  2002
The exhibition Camera lucida is the conclusion of 10 months course for curators of contemporary art World of Art, the fifth year organised by SCCA – Center for Contemporary Arts Ljubljana. This year participants and curators are: Dušan Dovč, Jasna Jakšić, Jani Pirnat, Anton Starc, Maša Tomadini, Jadranka Veljić, Jaka Železnikar.

The authors taking part in the exhibition are of different generations and aesthetics, living and working in Slovenia and Croatia. In their works the light represents one of the key means of expression: Borislav Benažić, Uršula Berlot, Ivan Marušić Klif, Antun Motika, Goran Petercol, Dušan Tršar, Mirjana Vodopija, Tao G. Vrhovec Sambolec.

All the works gathered here under the theme Camera  Lucida, the name for the instrument that uses the presence of light enabling the process of tracing and drawing an object, are dealing with light as the foundation of the visual.

While the artists use light, the video camera and digital sound this technology is not in and itself the subject of their art. they have the power of transformers. They lull us delightfully into their force - fields: they offer wonder, challenge and change as they surround us  in their shifting spaces, tempos, sounds and luminance – in their pulsing energy. Each of these works offers mystery, tests our common since, and “places us in a scene” where we can feel our perceptions altering within  the concentrated zone of space and time that they conjure. Inside each work we sense too how the world will feel different once we emerge to engage anew with everyday experience.

There is a self conscious space of sound, light and wind which stimulate our sensual engagement and ask a question about the nature of everyday environment. Then the viewer plunges in the environments that invite him to slow down: silence, contemplation, stillness and the infinite nuances  of light and dark structure which  assumes  new import against the bright, relentless dynamism of the contemporary urban background. 

The journeys even to the early 40- ties and early 70- ties are experienced at a level that is determined  by the viewer’ s own choice of the pace with which they enter, move through and exit the chambers of the gallery,  experiencing the works through absorption and sensation.

Authors’ and curators’ biographies and details about the exhibition are available at the exhibition’s web page.

http://www.ljudmila.org/scca/worldofart/0102/

Škuc Gallery

Stari trg 21, Ljubljana, Slovenia

Opening hours Thues. – Sun. 12 a.m. – 8 p.m.. Monday closed. Free entrance.

http://www.galerija.skuc-drustvo.si
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